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Dean and thank him for his contributions in
the Colorado General Assembly. His hard
work and dedication is appreciated, and I am
honored to pay tribute to him today before this
body of Congress. As he moves on in his ca-
reer, let it be known that I, along with the peo-
ple of Colorado, am grateful for the work he
has done for the state, and the Colorado Gen-
eral Assembly.

During his time in the Colorado State House
of Representatives, Doug has provided his
leadership to many legislative endeavors. Cur-
rently he serves the assembly as Speaker of
the House, and has served on numerous com-
mittees during his tenure, notably the Execu-
tive committee, Legislative Council, the Busi-
ness Affairs, Labor, State, Veterans, and Mili-
tary Affairs committees. He has provided his
focus and leadership not only as speaker, but
also as Vice-Chairman of the Education com-
mittee and as House Majority Leader from
1999 to 2000. He has remained committed to
many ideals throughout his terms, and has
promoted the issues of education, judiciary af-
fairs, telecommunications, law enforcement,
and commerce.

In addition to his duties as a state rep-
resentative, Doug is known as a devoted hus-
band to Gloria, loving father of three, and is
an active member of his community. He is a
small business owner, and can often be found
volunteering his time and energies as a volun-
teer parent for the United Way and on the
sports field as a volunteer coach for youth
baseball teams.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to bring to the
attention of this body of Congress the accom-
plishments of Doug Dean and his service to
Colorado. His contributions to his state and
constituents, as both a member of the Colo-
rado General Assembly and community volun-
teer, are an example of public and civic com-
mitment to us all. Thanks for your leadership
and commitment to Colorado, Doug, and I
wish you all the best in the future.
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am

pleased to announce to my colleagues that
the American dream is alive and well in Roch-
ester, New York. It can be found embodied in
a Rochester businessman and booster who,
though only 25 years old, has already
achieved what others spend a lifetime trying to
accomplish. His name is Aaron Zack Phillips,
and he is president of Kink BMX, a manufac-
turer and distributor of BMX bicycle parts and
related soft goods. He is also this year’s na-
tional winner of the SBA’s 2002 Young Entre-
preneur of the Year Award.

Zack’s middle name is self-reliance—a char-
acter trait always present in American dream-
ers. From the age of 12, he juggled school
and part-time jobs like throwing papers or flip-
ping hamburgers at fast food restaurants. By
18, he was the assistant manager for a local
home improvement store, in charge of payroll,
scheduling and inventory.

But at the same time that Zack was working
for others, he was beginning his own busi-

ness—out of pure frustration. Because the bi-
cycle parts he bought kept breaking down, he
decided that he could make them better and
stronger—and did. Then, with the help of a
media kit from a trade magazine and an ad-
vertising budget, he began selling them to
other cyclists at competitions and skate parks.

The rest is history, hard work and an entre-
preneurial drive that just won’t stop—always
necessary components in any successful
American dream. At the age of 25, Zack now
runs a million dollar business employing 6
people, which both manufactures the Kink line
and distributes its products throughout the
Midwest and California, as well as in Europe,
Canada, Australia and Japan. He didn’t do all
this totally alone. Along the way, the U.S.
Small Business Administration stepped in to
guarantee the loans this young man could not
get without its help, reminding us once again
what a beneficial service this small Federal
agency makes in the lives of Americans with
lofty goals and high-flying dreams.

I am so proud of this young man—proud
that he dreamed his dream, then made it a re-
ality. But what really endears me to him is the
way he ties his own economic well-being to
that of his home-town. On every mailing, logo,
brochure and marketing tool, he prints the
words ‘‘Rochester Made Means Quality
Made,’’ along with archival prints of our city
and High Falls.

That slogan might just as well describe
Aaron Zack Phillips, the SBA Young Entre-
preneur of the Year.

f

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATION-
WIDE GUN BUYBACK ACT OF 2002

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 7, 2002

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duce the Nationwide Gun Buyback Act of
2002 (NGBA) to mark Mother’s Day, in rec-
ognition of the strong support mothers across
the nation have demonstrated for gun safety,
and in light of continued gun violence in our
communities. The NGBA would provide $100
million in federal funds to local jurisdictions to
hold gun buyback programs similar to the suc-
cessful programs conducted by the District of
Columbia and other cities over the last three
years. Under the bill, funds would be distrib-
uted through the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Firearms and, after evaluation of pro-
posals, added weight would be given to juris-
dictions with the greatest incidence of gun vio-
lence. The NGBA would require that a jurisdic-
tion certify that it is capable of destroying the
guns within 30 days, that it can conduct the
program safely, and that an amnesty appro-
priate for the jurisdiction will be offered. Not
only individuals, but groups such as gangs
could take advantage of the buyback provi-
sions to bring in guns and encourage street
gangs to disarm themselves.

Families, and especially mothers, fear guns
in their homes, but have not known how to get
rid of them. In many jurisdictions, a grand-
mother, father or other family member may be
petrified that there is a gun in the house but
cannot turn it in without subjecting the family
member or her grandson to possible prosecu-
tion. This unintended result of gun safety leg-

islation is reason enough for the amnesty
achieved through gun buyback efforts.

This bill is necessary because, despite the
extraordinary demonstrated success of the
gun buyback program in the District, in which
over $528,000 was spent to recover 6,250
firearms in three buybacks, local jurisdictions
lack readily available funds for similar pro-
grams. The experience of the District of Co-
lumbia is instructive. The District was forced to
find money on an ad hoc basis and ran out of
funds despite indications that there were many
residents who still desired to turn in guns. Ini-
tially, the District conducted a pilot program
using funds from the Department of Housing
and Urban Development. The response of the
public was so strong, with residents standing
in long lines, that the Police Department took
the program citywide, using drug asset for-
feiture funds. Even so, after using $290,000,
the city ran out of funds, but not of guns that
could have been collected.

The guns were considered a ‘‘good buy’’ be-
cause they were unlicensed and illegally pos-
sessed, but hard-pressed jurisdictions, espe-
cially big cities, should not have to rob Peter
to pay Paul when it comes to public safety.
The federal government can play a unique
and noncontroversial role in reducing gun vio-
lence by providing the small amount author-
ized by my bill, $100 million, to encourage
buybacks efforts where they can be helpful.

With this bill, we are taking the gun buyback
leadership of the District and other cities na-
tionwide. We have demonstrated a faster and
easier way to get guns where criminals cannot
use them and children and adults cannot mis-
use them. Gun buyback efforts are not new,
but the recent, dramatic impact of the program
of the District and other jurisdictions have spe-
cial bipartisan and natural appeal today be-
cause the program is voluntary and requires
no change in local laws. My bill has the added
feature of skirting the present stalemate in the
Congress, where we have yet to pass a gun
safety bill. A gun buyback bill is no substitute
for gun safety legislation, but my bill is based
on demonstrated and successful experience in
a number of cities that have achieved vol-
untary compliance by citizens with local laws.

Two years ago this weekend, almost a mil-
lion mothers and their families gathered on the
Mall to demand that Congress heed their call
to enact strong gun safety legislation. These
families believed that the federal government
has an obligation to help protect our children
and all our citizens. It is time that we fulfill that
obligation by at least passing a bill that takes
guns out of unauthorized hands.

I urge my colleagues to support this vital
legislation.
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Lt. General (RET)
Charles J. Cunningham, Jr., the Director of the
Defense Security Service (DSS). General
Cunningham is retiring from his position on
May 31, 2002 after 43 years of service to his
country.
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